
Northwest District 
of the Connecticut Junior Soccer Association  

May 15, 2019 Wyndham Southbury Hotel, Southbury, CT  

Attendees: Jeff Whitlock (Highlander), Dave Shannon (Litchfield), Laura Anderson (New Fairfield), Jay 
Zalewski (Pomperaug), Tim Holland (Pomperaug), Joe Abdella (Shepaug), Kim Maczisa (Thomaston), 
Corrado Perugini (Watertown/Torrington), Kevin Lillie (Winchester United), Dave Brouillette (Wolcott), 
Paul Maloney (Wolcott), Karen Puskas (Treasurer), Steve Vetter (Brookfield), Dennis Fowler (Terryville), 
Christian Ayala (Impact United), David Cardoso (New Milford), Kelly Gereski (Bunker Hill) 

Not in Attendance: Danbury, Woodbury-Bethlehem, Sherman 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:35pm.  

Public Comment: None 

Minutes: The minutes from March’s meeting have been posted on our website. If any changes need to be 
made, please let Corrado know.  

Treasurer’s Report: We have $135,000 in our bank account. We are running $10,000 in the black for the 
year.  Karen just received access to Stack, so she can now see which towns owe registration fees to CJSA 
and she’ll let you know if there’s anything outstanding. 

Registration: No new report 

Classic Travel: No new report 

State Report: We’re working with Stack to try to eliminate the problems that we’re having.  There is now 
someone at the state level (Joe Guerrera) who can help your club with Stack Sports if you need it. Next month, 
Josh is going to come to our meeting to train our club presidents in the Safe Sport program so we can learn 
how to keep our players safe. It’s a program that is state mandated and will be implemented for the fall for 
coaches and Josh will explain what the clubs need to know.  It’s an online program for coaches, similar to the 
concussion training.  Please feel free to bring other club members with you if you’d like. 

There was a question as to whether or not the club board members are covered by the state insurance and the 
answer is yes.  The information is posted on the CJSA website.  The CJSA website is being re-worked because 
it’s difficult to find information. CJSA has hired an outside firm to improve the website. 



Website/Publicity: The website is doing good.  There were some recent updates with new 
information. 

Referees: The CT referee site is under construction; it should be ready for the summer.  The structure is 
changing and the information will be out shortly and take effect in the fall. Dave B. asked how many clubs are 
having trouble getting new young referees.  Many clubs said that they were having trouble.  Let the district 
know if there are ways that the district can help.  Dave S. suggested that his club wanted to give an incentive to 
new young referees and offer to pay for their uniform kit.  Steve said that they used to pay for their town 
referees recertification fees.  Dave B. reminded everyone that it’s important to educate your parents and make 
sure that they are not yelling at the referees. 

Disciplinary: There haven’t been any formal disciplinary issues this season, so thank you. 

New Business:  
Stack Sports – Our conversations with Stack Sports are ongoing and we are trying to refine the process. They 
have asked some of the clubs for feedback, so it was suggested that you should respond to them to give them 
your concerns.  We currently have a list of 21 open tickets. We’re going to make a decision at the next state 
meeting to determine if the fall mandate that all clubs use Stack Sports will remain in place. Dave B. believes 
that we are going to need another year before we do this. 

All-Star Game – We had two clubs (New Milford and Pomperaug) who volunteered to host the all-star game 
this year.  The first club who volunteered, New Milford, will host the all-star game.  The game will be on June 
15th.  The district pays for the uniforms, pizza, soda, and whatever expenses the club has. The players must be 
U15 players (8th graders who are graduating from 8th grade this June). We’d like to have at least two players 
per club so that we ideally have 28-30 boys and 28-30 girls.  Laura from New Fairfield will pass the 
information on to New Milford. It was suggested that if the coach is having trouble deciding which two 
players to go, to have the team players select the two players who should go.  Also, encourage that the whole 
U15 team should go and watch the game. 
 
U8 Rec League through District – There has been some interest in a U8 rec league that the district would 
promote and organize according to the US Soccer standards. It would be a 4v4 co-ed format (no goalie) with 
four 10 minute quarters. We’ll have more information in June. It would be a rec roster. If there are 12 players 
on a roster, we could divide the group in half and play two games at the same time. The goal would be to split 
the district in half and make two divisions so that the clubs wouldn’t have to travel as far. 

District Meetings Venue Change – We’re talking about changing the venue for our meetings to the Heritage 
Hotel as they are giving us a better rate for the meeting room. This will most likely occur starting in 
September.  

Fall 2019 Season Schedule – Registration for teams will open in July and be due by August 7th.  You’ll have 
until August 14th to let Rich know if you’d like your team to play in a different division.  League meeting will 



be August 21st.  August 28th will be the coach’s meeting.  The season will run from September 7 to November 
17th with Columbus Day weekend off.  The fines are necessary to prevent teams from backing out and creating 
administrative problems. 

U9/U10 Fall Academy Training -  We had 22 U9 & U10 players participate in the academy training. There 
have been some rained out sessions, but they are making those dates up in June.  For the fall, Mario suggests 
six training sessions and then also five in the spring, so the sign up would be for the year. The hope would be 
to be able to bring the best U10 players to a jamboree in Massachusetts next June. The price for the year 
would be $450. We do need a field with lights or an indoor facility for the fall when it gets dark early. If you 
have any suggestions for centrally located fields, please let Karen know. The district will supplement the cost 
again so that the cost will be $350 for the fall and the spring sessions. The U9/U10 groups will hopefully be 
two separate groups if there are enough players and then following year the plan is to have a U9, U10, and 
U11 group. 

Next Meeting: The next meeting will be June 19th at 7:30pm.  


